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missing altogether from the book or but very inadequately
represented. On the other hand, there are many quotations in
Belvedere from authors whose names are absent from Bodenham's
list. It is strange that I cannot find any quotations from the
work of Anthony Munday, or in that portion of it to which I have
been able to gain access. If " A. M." is Anthony Munday, we
may assume that his modesty had something to do with the
matter, because Bodenham gave "A. M." extracts from Anthony
Munday's work. But whoever " A. M." may have been, the
compliment he pays to Bodenham's learning and industry in the
following Sonnet, which is put in the front of Belvedere, is
deserving, though one can hardly forbear smiling when the
imitator of Procrustes' methods of making things fit transfers
from his own shoulders to Bodenham's "the due" that was his
own for the mutilations that are one of the great features of
the book.
" To his loving and approoved good Friend,
M. John Bodenham.
To thee that art Arts lover, Learnings friend,
First causer and collectour of these floures:
Thy paines just merit, I in right commend,
Costing whole years, months, weeks, & daily hours.
Like to the Bee, thou every where didst rome,
Spending thy spirits in laborious care:
And nightly brought'st thy gather'd hony home,
As a true worke-man in so great affaire.
First, of thine owne deserving, take the fame;
Next, of thy friends, his due he gives to thee:
That love of learning may renowme thy name,
And leave it richly to posterity,
Where others (who might better) yet forslow it,
May see their shame, and times hereafter know it.
A M."
An examination of my results discloses the pleasing fact that,
up to the present, Shakespeare holds the field against all
contributors, as regards the number of passages quoted or
misquoted from a single author, his figure, excluding Edward III,